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Andreas Fuhrimann Gabrielle Hächler Architects

Andreas Fuhrimann and Gabrielle Hächler came to architecture from differing disciplines (physics and art history) which they both studied at the ETH Zurich. They have been running the Fuhrimann Hächler architecture studio in Zurich since 1995. Primarily its interaction with the environment, spatial complexity, economically effective design, everyday but visually sophisticated materials, and an unobtrusive tendency towards the sculptural distinguish their work. 

The studio's architecture is conceptually mature and controlled, but is repeatedly and intentionally punctuated by non-perfection and ambiguous materials such as coarsely shuttered concrete and boxing plywood but also reflecting coloured glass surfaces. Part of Fuhrimann and Hächler's image is not to resolve these opposites, but to combine them and integrate them into the local and cultural conditions. Both architects also have a great affinity for art, so it comes as no surprise that artists, curators, art collectors and institutions related to the arts feel themselves drawn to the duo's architecture. 

Fuhrimann Hächler's most well-known and multiple-award winning buildings located in Switzerland include the residential and studio House Müller Gritsch in Lenzburg, the Finish Line Tower Naturarena Rotsee in Lucerne, the architect's and artist's house at the foot of the Üetliberg in Zurich, the Pavilion at Riesbach harbour in Zurich, the House Presenhuber in Vnà and the Cemetery Building in Erlenbach. 

In a joint project with the Swiss bathroom specialist Laufen, Fuhrimann and Hächler designed a temporary installation concept for the first time, which attracted great attention at Salone del Mobile 2018. The two architects took their inspiration from the promotional film and a visit to the company's Swiss production facility, and created a mobile architecture that reflected the roots and character of the historic Swiss bathroom brand and artistically showcased the products as though on a stage. Fuhrimann and Hächler's motivation for the cooperation was not only the "visible aesthetic quality unifying the centuries-old craftsmanship with future-oriented robot technology," but also the company's philosophy of "constantly looking for and promoting international dialogue in the areas of art and architecture".


* * *

Biography
Architectural studies at the Federal Technical Polytechnic (ETH) Zurich, architectural degree at the ETH Zurich 1985 (AF) / 1988 (GH). As of 1995 the co-operation between Gabrielle Hächler and Andreas Fuhrimann started. 2005 admitted to the Association of Swiss Architects (BSA). 2009–2011 visiting professorship at the ETH Zurich. 2011–2104 professorship at the University of Arts Berlin. 
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Andreas Fuhrimann and Gabriele Hächler in their studio in Zurich.
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